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. McNulty Encourages Bush and Baker to deny Arafat a Visa

- " First. year US Representative Michael McNulty wrote to
President’Bush on September.14, urging Bush and Secretary of State
‘James 'Baker: to deny:Palestinian President Yasir Arafat a visa to
speaX at the United Nations (UN), should he seek a visa.

The .letter (which is included in this Newsletter) was full of

scorn for the Palestinians and the UN. It began with, "I write to

. Volce my grave concern at the possibility that Yasir Arafat, the

head of the terrorist Palestine Liberation Organization,...". His

letter was incredibly insulting to the Palestinian people. In his

three page letter, he repeatedly referred to Palestinians as

terrorists, he did not say anything positive about the

Palestinians, nor did he say anything the slightest bit critical

of the Israelis. He concluded his letter by stating that refusing

a visa is in "the best interests of the United States, the state

" of Israel--our staunch and only democratic ally in the Middle East-
—and the peace process to which you have given so much impetus".

7 MENulty fsaid it was legal for the US to deny Arafat a visa.
He did not mention the 1947 headquarters agreement the US has with
the UN in which the US agreed to allow invited guests of the UN
permission to enter the US in order to attend UN sessions in New

York City. — )

: The Capital District cCcommittee for Palestinian Rights
encourages people to contact Mr. McNulty at (518)-465-0500 and let
him know that his views on' the Palestinian-Israeli conflict are
~badly-‘out of tune with'the sentiments of the "American people. He
should-.also be told that constantly referring to Palestinians as
notning but terrorists is racist and unacceptable.

Refer to McNulty’s Letter at the end



Mr . Mubarak's 10
point plan" is

undermining the
ralestinian peace
initiative- Before
talking about the
proposed 10 points, I
would 1ike to remind
people. about the

Palestinian{peace:plan.:-A
The PLO gave the world’

a peace plan which was,
in general;:a'result=of
years of conflict and, in
particular, 2 result of
the Intifada. Remember
how this plan had so much
support from the Arab
wWoria, the European
countries, +he. Socialist
Block Countries and the
Third World Countries. On
the other hand, - it put

Israel in very bad shape. :

It also put the U.S. in. a
confusing position which
led +*he U.S. to

R

dialogue-lialbeit at a

very mecdest _pace) with
the PLO.
Now , let us look at

Mubatak's'lO'points. The

Mubarak points are &
mixture of Shamir's
election plan, Mr.

Baker's plan and the Camp
pavid Accord. The sum of
this mix is the denial of
the paléstinian ‘people's
right to their 1land;

instead the . Palestinian-

problem*is{bonsidered'as
a political rights oOr
election-problem. But the
true issgue, as +the U.S.
and Mubarak Know, is the
Palestind&zan's right to
their land. the gquestion
is, what are the real
reasons behind the 10
points? - :

start -

[2]

A view of Mubarak's Pla

E

. By Salah Sanjak

First, some
historical reasons.

The 10 years of
political and
economic isolation

of Egypt from the
rest of the Arab
World after the Camp
pavid Accord created
a new policy
atmosphere in Egypt
in which the
Egyptians were left
looking for new
inte111atiJ3na1
relations to £ill

the gap that the
Arab nations 1left
open - N o t
surprisingly, the
player who benefited
the most from
Egypt's predicament
‘'was the one Wwho
created .. .the gap.,
" which. was the
designer of Camp

pavid; the U.S-.. The
U.S. benefits from
controlling the
policy of Egypt. For
example, when
Mubarak was in the
U.S. visiting
president Bush and
watching a baseball
game, the Egyptian
market was empty of
flour, rice, and
some other things
which are usually
imported from the
U.S.. The change in
grain exchange
policy seems to have
been a punishment to
the Egyptians for
taking a positive
step toward the PLO
and the Uprising-
When Mr. Mubarak

went back from his visit,
he brought ‘with him a
plan to bring Jordan into
the picture again after
Jordan declared the West
Bank independent from the
Jordanian government.
Thus, they could delay
the Palestinian peace
initiative. : Their plan
did not succeed because
of the world's support
for the PLO.

Second, some political

reasons Wwhich resulted
from the historical
events. The Egyptian
government policy in the
Middle East Dbasically
supports U.S. Foreign

policy goals. In fact;
Egypt is the second hand
for the U.S. after

. Israel. The Egyptian role

in the Middle East is to
assist the American goal,
which is monopoly control

of Middle Eastern
Affairs. Thus, it is not
surprising when the

Foreign Minister of the
U.S.S.R. was talking to
the U.S. gecretary ©of
Sstate about the proposed
International Peace
conference, Mubarak
revealed to the world his
alternative of the 10
points. This action might
pull the carpet from
underneath the Soviets
and Western Europeans who

are supporting the PLO
plan, and allowing ;the
v.s. to play with % the

future of the Middle East
without apry concern for
what its people and, in
;yaxrti.c1;} ar, the
Palestimmian are

struggling for now as

continued on page 2
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Israel Asks for Trouble

in ‘Occupying Lebanon

By James Zogby*

. (Los Angeles Times/Tuesday,August 8,1989)
T e R A T e e R T e N0 g S e A ]

In all of the reporting on the kidnapping
of Sheikh Abdel Karim Obeid and the execution
of Lt. Col. William R. Higgins, very little
attention. has been paid to a key element in
these events::Israel's continuing occupation
of Southern Lebanon.

Obeid was a Muslim preacher in a village in

_that  ;.region:*-and - well-known to Israeli
authorltles. After his abduction, the Israeli
military described him as an

- violencer and -the: mastermind- behind
against Israel". But almost immediately, the

;-government radio was reporting the possibility

of swapping him for three Israeli soldiers
believed taken by Shiite forces in the area.
The Israeli spin doctors went to work. Obeid,
snatched from his home and family in the
middle of the night, was now a hostage being
offered for trade. His kidnapping was now an
"arrest", and the three missing military men,

v

presumably prisoners of war, were  now
"hostages". : : ‘

One - can'-.reasonably‘V ask whether the
designers £ the . operation against- Obeid

Loresaw¢uhs-Lw1sbs and turns that it would
produce. Regardless, ‘the Israeli image machine
lost no.--time in:keeping up with the changing
headlines. At one point they sought to
implicate Obeid in everything from the holding
of ‘U.S. hostages in Lebanon (which, it should
be noted, was not one of their initial
charges) to the planning of the Pan Am Flight
103 bombing. At week's end, Defence Minister
:¥Yitzhak Rabin was taking credlt for refocusing
U.S. attention on our hostages in Lebanon,
.whom. he. said, Washington had forgotten "but we
" have never- forgotten".
Spin aside, Obeid's
intended-to: serve.-U.S. interests or to secure
the. freedom: of U.S.. héstages. In fact,
month earlier a high Hezbollah leader
indicated the possibility of movement toward
their Telease.- Obeid was. taken simply to
. secure Israel's control over Southern Lebanon.
Israz=li. Defence Forces first invaded and
seized IEbaneseiterritory;-up to a depth of
more than 10 miles, in' 1978. They have

kidnapping was not

continued to contpol this. area, under military

administration, . ever Sane. In addition to

"jnciter" of°
-"attacks ™

only a’

their direct presence, the
Israelis also sponsor, fund,
train and arm a surrogate

force called the South
lebanon Army (which 1is a
militia, not a government

army) at a cost of some $30
million a year..

The Media and Public Opinion

lsncl’l lu-pprmbn elr.he medls was urgﬂad by many cartoonists.

C Ing Its pr , Brael censored the

Em;:ﬂgﬂa;,uﬁn‘m m uglulm Inclting the
e blackout, the public conlinued

quesiion [sraell motives. e

Srot, Emm v o=

SORECTONS THS If AN INEELWSLE WITNESS/” - |

Israeli (sic) withdrew to
the 10 miles north of the
border in 1985 after its
ill-fated march on Beirut, -
giving the world the
impression that the
occupation was temporary.
Since the, however, steps
have been taken to establish
a de facto annexation of
this area: Water resources
have been diverted and are
under

now administered

Israeli control; Electricity
and telephone 1lines have
been severed from_  the

Lebanese network and a¥e now
hooked wup directly ¢ with
Israel's. The economy has
been brought under Israeli
control and Israeli currency
is used. Dafly, thousands of
Lebanese cross into Israel
to work, and because the

continued on page 6
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Economic: Strangulation, Oppression & Mobilization

o

By Amy Trabka

==b

.lthough our media coverage of " the
salestinian Uprising has diminished,
7ithin Occupied Palestine, daily
esistance and  the accompanying
.asualties are .a continuing reality.
yuring the month.of June, I had the
yppoértunity to visit the West Bank
ind experience some of the resistance
ind ‘repression first. hand. ,
Economic warfare is still in full
swing with the
sartiicipation. *'of Palestinian
Susinesses in daily half-day strikes
intended o reduce consumer
jependency on Israeli products. In
addition, local processing of
agricultural produce has increased to
Liie point where most towns and
villages now have small scale
cooperatives to produce yogurt and
several dairies are marketing bottled

milk. Previously, consumers had no
choice but .to purchase Israeli
versions of these ‘products. Farmers:

are no longer able.to obtain permits
to evport

Jordan. In.. an ' attempt . to take
advantage of .the low prices of these
"locked in" commodities, women's
committees have established small

cooperatives to' produce fruits and
vegetables for home consumption and
local distribution. Their small scale
precludes licensing regquirements and
subsequent repression. '

However because of reduced sales
from shorter hours of operation and
a ‘scarcity ‘- of «cash ~among the
economically strained population,
businesses,have;been‘devastated by
the exorbitant taxes being levied by
fhe Israeli civil administration to
finance tkhe huge cost of occupation.
Although Wany businesses have refused
or delayed paying taxes as a form of
resistagxce, eventually - the
administration cfinds ways of
collection, such as setting up check
points until payment: is made. At that

time the merchant may have to come up

unanimous

.. settlements.

fruits and vegetables to
. between

with, not only the tax, but also an
additional 500% penalty as well as-
two year's taxes in advance.
Frequently this additional burden is
enough to put a small merchant out of
business. Additional sources °of
funding the occupation are exorbitant
automobile registration fees ($1500),
license plate costs ($700) and high
insurance premiums for policies
available now only through the state.
Economic strangulation is a
primary method of trying to break the
Palestinian's steadfastness. Part of
this plan is the construction of a
new system of highways enabling
Israelis to travel directly from
settlements to cities. The bypassed
Arab wvillages are virtually being
turned into ghettos outside of Jewish
njevelopment towns". The roads which
service Arab villages are narrow and

.in disrepair, sharply contrasting the

system connecting the

The new roads decrease
pbut do not eliminate confrontation .
Uzi-armed settlers and
palestinians. On one occasion my
Palestinian companions were forced at
machine gun point, by a single
Israeli settler, to clear stones from
a road servicing both village and
settlement. Unsatisfied with their
efforts, the settler smashed the roof
of our car with a rock and stoned our
back window as we drove away-

new . road

Continued on page 5

Palestinian women play a significant role in the intifada.
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Side by side with economlcC

-esistance~-., . the--war..of the stones -

ontinues. In.-the” town of Ramallah,
Jbout 20 Kilometers from the village
/shere I was staying, demonstrations
: C'daily with the army
-esponding to road blocks, burning
_ires and stones with gunfire; first
>lanks, .-.then . tear . gas and 1live
ammunition.: Frequently, the
jemonstrations and army response shut
jown large sections of the town even

sccurred

sefore ““the* regular ~~12 noon: shop
~losings. The demonstrators are
respected. by the population, who -
follow® their -directions’ for road’

blocks and rerouting traffic. still
commerce attempts to continue;
street-side vendors sharing the side
walk with masked demonstrators.
racidents who do not actively
participate in the demonstrations act
as advocates for those arrested
risking tear gas to argue (usually
unsuccessfully) for their release.
Pre-dawn raids on villages and
neighborhoods continue-in an attempt
to . find - - persons : suspected of
resistance:: activity. " -These are

accompanied by vandalism - (smashing-

glass-inirooftdp“solar'heatersf and

theft. .Women: in the village where I.

stayed complained of being locked
into one room of their house while

the &soldiers searched the other
rooms, confiscating 1life savings
(most wvillagers do not have bank

acccunts, Savings are stored at
Fome) . Gold jewelry, was also missing
after army searches. Since these
_raidsh.have=‘pccurred_ continuously,
‘those who are wanted by the army have
been sleeping in the hills outside of
the. viilage for-the:last two years in

‘order to ‘avoid arrest. Family members -

have been severely beaten by
frustraged soldiers trying to force
information ' of their ' whereabouts.
Those who are detained are made to
ride. . on the floor: of buses to the
army compound where they are kicked
and hit by the arresting soldiers.

some of those who are arrested’, even:
if- they -are- not -..charged :with any -

- more .

5

offence. are being issued dgreen
wactiviet" ID's which will linit
their movements to the territories as
well as subject them. to continual
arrest at check points. -

Another new technique was
arbitrary selection of young men who
are forced to stand next to anti-
occupation graffiti with spray paint
cans while they are photographed by
soldiers. These photographs are then
used as "evidence" of guilt, with
prison. sentences ensuing. Much of the
anger in the village is directed
against Palestinians who collaborate
with the occupation forces as’ the
presence of the collaborators incurs
much stronger military repression.
Those arrested may be pressured to
collaborate. Use of force under
interrogation continues; some come
back from gquestioning unable to
stand. On June 2nd, the twentieth
anniversary of the death of Mohammed
Khawaja was commemorated, the first
Palestinian to die from torture under
interrogation during Israeli
occupation. The fact that this
anniversary was celebrated all over

the West Bank, with photographs and
_banners marking roadways and areas of
. commerce was an indication of a new

level of coordination of different
political entities of the underground
leadership. Also commemorated during
my stay was the death on June 4th of
Omar Qassem, & Palestinian resistance
leader who died in prison after
serving 21 years of a life sentence.
About 8000 Palestinians participated
in his funeral in Jerusalem, while
symbolic funerals were held in other
towns.

* With the realization that actual
independence will take a long time to
achieve, the Palestinian people are
gradually but steadily working toward
the creation of an independent
economic and political infrastructure
on which to build tEeir new state.
originally initiated " by the young
sctivists in coordimation with the
Unified National lLeadership, older,
established members of the

continued on page 10
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Continued from page 3

region is mnow cut off from other markets,
Israeli- agricultural and : industrial products
have a monopoly. - - - . ,

Currently visiting Washington, the governor
of the district, Halim Fayyad, characterizes
the situation as part of Israel's "imperial
desions" on Lebanon uThey seek to expand
bporders and gain rich water resources", says
Fayyad, and do soO "in the name of their
national security". -

The U.S. has refused to press Israel to
withdraw from Southern Lebanon and to enforce
U.N. Resolution :425,. which calls for the
withdrawal ‘arid for the securing of the region
under U.N. forces. This has left the Lebanese
who® want = to. regain -sovereignty over the
territory no recourse but to wage a war of
national resistance.

“While the Israeli propaganda machinery
describes the resistance forces as terrorists,
it requires a remarkable contortion of logic
t~ Aafire attacks against an occupation army
as anything .other than legitimate resistance.

In fact, it would seem more appropriate to

describe the forced expulsion of thousands of
Lebanese .from their 1land, the use of

collective:punishment again?t entire villages, -

and the: prolonged:detention of male leaders
without .charges or. due.process as 'a form of
terrorism. After. all, the accepted definition
of terrorism™is the use-of force against non-
combatants’ .in. ‘order -to ‘'create fear and
intimidation for the achievement of political
objectives. )

~""But as repressive as Israeli practices have
been, they have not subdued the Lebanese
resistance, It is in this context that Sheikh

Obeid's role can be seen and
understood.

Given the resolve of the
Lebanese not to submit to

Israeli occupation the
crisis will continue to
expand and may threaten

further harm to the U.S. if
we do not firmly distance
ourselves from Israel's
Lebanese adventures. Just as
no civilized person can

condone the holding or
killing of innocent
hostages, neither can a
civilized nation such as
ours condone Israel's
holding Southern Lebanon:

hostage and the kidnapping
and killing of its people.

*James Zogby is president of
Save Lebanon, a relief
organization, and executive
director of the Arab
American Institute.

—
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_ _Noted Pakistani Scholar
jT“Eqbal*Ahmad'Lectures
about ‘Palestinians at RPI

on Sept. 28, Egbal Ahmad lectured
Fsr zhout two  hours about the
palestinian-Israel conflict at RPI.
asbout 70 people attended.

Dr. .Egbal said that he is struck
by‘hDW'Little'interest there is in
the US in hearing both sides of this
igssue. He described the 1Israelil
polipy;ftdwards%?the'fPalestinians as
genocide. - He said genocide is done

either through murder or the taking

away“from‘tﬁe“victims; their land,
water, leaders, and culture. Dr.
Egbals said, Israel now controls 85%
of the water, 60% of the farmable
1and in the occupied territories, and
the Israeli prisons are filled with
palestinian leaders and Israel 1is
attempting to destroy every
Palestinian Institution.

Dr. Egbal described the Intifada
as an - "extraordinary ~  event",
unprecedented in history. He said the

nITsraeli’ goal--is "to -eliminate the .

Palestinians®. . Expulsion ® has now

pecome "transfer®,

their . regime. = He ‘"also "said the
"palestinians are an abandoned
people". .They can only go to the
American people, because the US
government is a party to the
conflict, or to Israel. He said "The
Paiestinian 1is the shadow of the
Je¥%... and he will not leave until
his is embraced". And added the
. :"Palestinians::: are = not merely
ferrorists who want to destroy
Israel, or freedom fighters, or
~fighting; - for s their
geterimination; they are fighting for
their survival". :
Dr.%Eqbalgsaid-thathzionism has
nothing to do with the liberation of
the Jexish people, but it is a
novement for.:a Jewish state and is
unconcerned about ‘the Jewish people.

He also said it is incorrect to say

that .the Arab governments: strongly--

support.Palestinian.rights, but they

either
He =said

with .Israel
directly or indirectly.
American Universities are largely
failing, the Social Sciences
departments are occupied by
functionaries, and that Noam Chomsky
is the most brilliant mind produced
in the US in this century and he can
barely get published. Of newly-
elected US Representative Michael
McNulty, he said, uMcNulty is either
ignorant, and I do not think so, or
he is not responding to the wishes of
the American people.

Finally, he said,
support Palestinian rights should
write lots of letters, talk to the
politicians, demand egual time from
the news media, and encourage others
to get involved.

collaborate

those of us who

. Times Union runs Racism Series,
Omits any Discussion of Anti-Arabism

the same word the’-
Nazis:used during-the first years ‘of =

+ said,

4 el f=
- do are two different things.

, For seven days, beginning on’
october 22, the Albany Times Union
News Paper ran a series of articles
on racism in the Ccapital District.
There was plenty of discussion of
racism against blacks and Jewvs,
nothing about racism against
palestinians and other Arabs.
Michael Winograd, the Regional
Director of the ADL was quoted twice
during the series. In the article on
10/27, he made comments that surely
applied to himself and the ADL. He
"what people say and what they
There
are a lot of closet bigots. There is
a whole range of bigotry from very
polite background bigotry to d@ctual

violence. A lot of people who claim
not to be bigoted: have bigoted
attitudes”. -

This the same Mr. Winograd who two

-years-ago had a letter:printed in the

Schenectady Gazette describing the

continued on pagde 8



Continued from page 7

PLO as a terrorist organization. One
time when I asked him what is the
difference .between - a Palestinian
killing a Jew in cold blood and a Jew
killing a Palestinian in cold blood,
he said the former is "terrorism",
the latter "terrible". This the same
Mr. Winograd who has refused to
acknowledge that it is repugnant for
the ADL to run . both an.anti-prejudice
campaign (A World of Difference) and
a prejudice campaign (the ADL's
decades . long. proactive. of publishing
books -and” artdcles "~ about what it
calls Palestinian and Arab terrorism
and .-:- Arab;- -anti-Semitism)
simultaneously.

- On August 23, on a live TV show on
WTEN, CPR member  David Aube
challenged Mr. Winograd about the
ADL's two-faced approach to prejudice
and he replied that he and Mr. Aube
have had differences on this issue.
He refused to discuss the substance
of the CPR charge. Thousands of the
Capital District residents saw this
cowardly response. N

I called the Times Union reporter
Tim Beidel and told him about the ADL
and its prejudice record, but the
‘ 'n  refused : to - include
anything about it in its series of
articles. : '

It is a shame that while there is
a:tremendous amount of discussion of
prejudice against Jewish people,
there is virtually no discussion of
prejudice by Jewish people. On many

Times | Unicn

cccasions, I have stood in
demonstrations in support of

Palestinian rights and been verbally
attacked- by Jewish ‘people who called
me a Nazi, a racist, a Jew-hater, an
anti-Semite,, . ect.. . Rather than
fightihg: against’ prejudice wherever
it occurs, the ADL has in recent
deads become the major promoter of
the surpzrisingly . large amount of
Jewish prejudice against Palestinians
and other_Arabs. i

LeJ :
(v

CPR Members meet with
Bishop Hubbard

Oon October 24th, three members of
the Capital District Committee for
Palestinian Rights met with Howard
Hubbard, Bishop of the Albany Roman
catholic Diocese. Shelia Oweida,
Faisal Zahrey, and Tom Ellis
discussed a variety of issues during
the 70 minute meeting.

The meeting had been requested by
CPR members to discuss the Bishop's
accepting an award last June from the
virulently Anti-Arab Anti-Defamation
League of B'nai B'rith (ADL). Bishop
Hubbard said he would not apologize
for accepting the award, but said the
packet of information provided to him
by the CPR documenting the ADL's long
bitterly hostile negative
stereotyping campaign of Arabs and
its intimidation of people, including
religious leaders, who speak out in
support of Palestinian rigqts, was a
"strong indictment" of the 'ADL.

The Bishop stated there is a major
distinction ‘between the ‘political
Israel-Palestinian conflict and the
interrelidgious activities between
Christians and Jews. In response to

that, we said that this is correct

but there are many Jewish people who
do not make distinction and that it
was painful for us to see the Bishop '
socializing with Jewish leaders who
refer to us as anti-Semitic for
criticizing Israel. Father Hubbard
said he has told Jewish audiences
that it was inappropriate for them to
label critics of Israel as anti-
Semites. He also added that at times
when he speaks in synagogues, he has
spoken out in support of Palestinian
rights. : '

CPR members asked him if he would
hold a memorial service for. the
victims of the Intifada and heisaid
that he would consider it, but not
until after.a Novembex conference of
US bishops in Baltimore. The Bishop
will be finalizing a pplicy statement
on "Toward.Peace in the Middle East:
Problems and Principles". He said,

continued on page 9
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hey have been for tens
fryearsinitiiav y

our -call:.is for Egypt
o back away from ‘the 10
oint plan and return to
oin -the Arab League in

supporting the
’alestinian peace
.nitiative, .and for the
7.8.- to .move . forward

:oward a real peace in
che Middle East.

Palestinian Theatre
.. Company
By ‘Laurie “Kirby*

. El-Hakawati, a
>alestinian theatre
company from East
Jerusalem, performed
their play "The Story of
Kufur Shamma" ‘in Kingston
Jew York, on August 27.

The group:gained some
notoriety '‘in this country
#hen Joseph ‘ Papp of "New

York's - Public ‘*Theatre. -
abruptly ~ ‘canceled " ‘his
invitatiecn "to them to

perform-as ‘part- of their

North .. Amerlcaﬂ tour’. The
outcry caused by Papp's
decision. forced him to
reconsider and invite
them to appear next year,
along-side a Jewish play
for Y"bhalance™.

12> Papp claimed the play
might "offend" Jews, but
:thigwwcmoving_ and
atmospheric production
could only offend those
who . F1 'nr-'l
fact " “that' ‘Palestinians
are human beings, capable
of love,zhumor, anger and
the sufferings of exile.
The story concerns one
man's Search .. for the
people  of this :village,
Kufur Shamma,
dispersed . when’ the"

village . 'was _erased  from -

-anensive-;the_

who were .

L=4d

&2

the map (and from
the  earth) in 1948.

We - follow the

adventures of the

little band of
fellow exiles he
gathers around him
in a series of

scenes in which the
company of six
actors and actresses
use modest means to

;evoke a variety "of

‘people and
-situations. El-
‘Hakawati means The
Storytellers, and
this element of
Arabic culture is

fused with modern
t heatrical

techniques. The
tragedy and,
alienation of 1life
in a refugee camp
.are movingly.

presented. And there
is a powerful scene

.when- the far-flung
‘exiles finally meet
_in Massachusetts

after 40 years, only
to realize the
unbridgeable gap
that has grown
between them. (It is
interesting 0
reflect on the
similar experiences
shared by the
diaspora's of other

‘nations).
El-Hakawati will
‘be back in ‘the U.S.

next year. Try to
catch them then.

*TLaurie Kirby and
octher concerned
people are working
to educate people
about Palestinian
Rights in the
Woodstock/Saugertles
aréea.. If you live in

. request of

that area and would like
to help call (914)- 679-
5822 '

continued from page 8

about the memorial
service, that "I need to

know what the service
was, what the context
was". He said that he did

not remember the 1982
CPR member

Alice Azzam for the

" Bishop to hold a memorial

service for the wvictims

of the Sabra-Shatila
massacres.

When we asked him to
make a strong public

statement in support of
Palestinian rights, he
said, "I am very
concerned and very upset
about the ill-treatment
of Palestinians and I
will express it in my own
way". He also said the
Israeli treatment of
I’a].es;t:.n:.a11s 6 is
"deplorable'".

While__  no ﬁuture
meetings Zwere scheduled,
it 1is clear that the
local = Palestinian
community has begun a
dialogue with the Bishop
and hopefully he will be
more sensitive to our
concerns.
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The Student Committee for

—ommunity have become increasingly
Palestinian Rights

involved .in.., the creation of
cooperative - industries, popular
schooling and community resistance
against the occupation. Palestinian,
intellectuals are participating in
the estaklishment of research centers
to coordinate the cooperative
movement, writing grants to obtain
funds from European countries to aid
in the development of individual and
collective industry, and attempting conjunction with the Capital District
to record:pcpular:. history. Despite J| Committee for Palestinian Rights, we
the ’'crack: down on neighborhood have sponsored and co-sponsored
orgariizing, the women's committees speakers and presentations. With an
continue-to:be active.. Functlonlng in excellent budget allotted to us by
small groups as their increasing the Student Association last year, we

Formed several years ago by SUNYA
students concerned with the lack of
understanding on campus of the
Palestinian gquest for self-
determination, the Student Committee
for Palestinian Rights has remained
an outspoken voice. Over the past
several years, while working in

membership prohibits large meetings, look forward to many more activities.
they continue to demonstrate against For instance, during the Spring
harsh prison conditions, provide semester, we will be holding a

social wvisits to the injured and Palestinian Pride Week, which will
imprizoied and participate in popular include speakers, films, and other

teaching and medical relief. Their cultural events. Already this year we
primary emphasis has been on the have co-sponsored with the Capital

cooperative movement and the District Committee and the RPI Peace
processing of food stuffs for local Club, Egbal Ahmad.
consumptlon "The creation of a higher :Although the group slackened off
women's ° council ..now - facilitates. || towards the end of last year due to
coordlnatlon . ‘between . the A four members involvement in the budget cut
nr1d1na1kwomen s commlttees as well fight at SUNYA, several new students
as .. new ' comhittees . :(representing and the previously active members -
alternative. political viewpoints) will bring the group past its
which have recently formed. previous activity level.

As the extent and duration of my In addition to the Palestinian
visit was limited to three weeks in Pride Week and more speakers, we will

the Ramallah district this hardly be continuing to have literature

purports to be a comprehensive study tables on campus to provide students
of the Intifada, but rather the much with information on the Palestinians
abbreviated testimony of one quest for justice and peace.

individual. To even begin a more The co-chairs this year are Rana

intimate portrayal would take many Halaby (455-6970) and George Rosamond
pages-more.: Although the uprising may (455-6996) . We warmly welcome and
have disappeared from our television encourage new members to attend.
screens. and newspapers, it is still Meetings are held on Monday evenings
very’ ‘much = present in -‘the Splrlt of at 07:15 Rm BA 215 at SUNYA. Your

all those that I encountered. help is greatly needed and
Palestinians continue to search for appreciated. Feel free to call either
creative =forms of .resistance to the chair for information. We ook
occupation, to heal their wounded and forward to working with a broad range
to morn their dead. No one spoke of of students -andés community

organization on Palestinian Rights
and Justice for all peceple this year.

_Vlctory to the Intifada!
George Rosamond

going- back.
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®18) 2710822

U.S. PosT Osmce

. ' A . NY 12010
The President - ;:ms.um

The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President:

I write to voice my grave concern at the possibility that
Yasir Arafat, the head of the terrorist Palestine Liberation
Organization, may--upon his reguest--be granted a visa to
visit the United States for the purpose of addressing the
United Nations. "

There is noc question in my mind, Mr. President, that granting
a visa to Mr. Arafat will undermine all you have done to
promote the peace process in the Middle East over the last
nine months.

Mr. Arafat heads an organization that still supports and
engages in terrorist activities, including numerous
assassinations.

PLO terrorism is being used not only against Israel but also
against Palestinians, who disagres with the PLO, including
those who faver negotiations with Israel and those who do not
agree that the PLO represents all Palestinians resident in
Israel, in Jordan, on the West Bank, or in Gaza. - That
terrorism has taken hundreds of American and Israeli lives,
and not once has Yasir Arafat renounced such terrorist acts.

On the contrary, on January 1, 1988, our Embassy in Riyadh
recorded a message from Mr. Arafat in which he states:
"whoever thinks of stopping the intifada before it achieves
its goals, I will give him 10 bullets.”

Despite his public declarations last December, numerous
statements by Mr. Arafat and other senior PLO officials make
clear the PLO's continuing commitment not only to the Cairo
Declaration of November 1985, which called for terrorist
operations against Israel, but also the elimination of
Israel. :
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As recently as last month, the 1200 delesgates attending the
Sth General Congress of the Fatah Movement's Revolutionary
Council in Tunis--Mr. Arafat's own constituent within the
Palestine Liberation Organization--adopted a commitment for
"Continuing to intensify and escalate armed action and all
forms of struggle to liquidate the Israeli-Zionist occupation
of our occupied Palestinian land and guaranteeing our
pecple's right to freedom, and independence."”

On what basis, then, Mr. President, can we justify granting a
visa to Mr. Arafat? Do we permit him into the United States
to address the opening session of the United Nations General
Assembly on September 25? Of course not. The opening
session of the Unitad Nations is addressed and/or attended
only by heads of state. To permit him to come to this
session would constitute implicit recognition for the non-
state for which he seeks United States recognition.

Do we, on the other hand give him a visa to participate in
the United Nations general debate on the Israel-Palestinian
issue, scheduled for Ncvember of this year? Of course not
for the following reasons:

* Mr. Arafat and his PLO have been actively seeking
support for an international conference on the Middle
East, and has mcbilized ccnsiderable support for his
position within the United Nations. His appearance
before that body will put the international

- conference on the UN agenda. The United States and
Israel are opposed to such a conference for good and
valid reasons.

* By coming before the United Nations, Mr. Arafat will
be perceived not as one who is against peace in the
Middle East, but as one who embraces the idea of an
international conference. With the kind of support
he has in the United Nations, this would place the
United States in an extremely difficult and
disadvantageous position.

* JIf the United States accedes to the will of the
United Nations, the peace process is ended.

* If the United States opposes the international
conference within the United Nations setting, the
pressures upon us will be so great that the peace
process will be ended.
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What can take placi under the circumstances outlined above
can have a reverse policy effect for the Unitad States.

In addition, as you well know, Mr. President, there is a
legal basis for barring Mr. Arafat's entry into the United
Statess under Public Law 80-357.

As our Ambassador on October 6, 1972, you yourself explained
to United Nations Secrstary-General Kurt Waldheim a decision
to bar Dia-Allah El-Pattal, the head of the Internatiocnal
Organizations Department of the Syrian Foreign Ministry,
from joining his country's delegation in the General
Assembly. This exclusion resulted from his recruiting
individuals for terrorist operations of the Palestine
Liberation Organization. ’

It was under this section of Public Law 357 that former
Secretary of State George P. Schultz barred Mr. Arafat's
eéntry into the United States, citing the Chairman's
"associations with terrorism.” And, as you knew, Mr.
Prasident, there have been a number of other less publicized
cases.

For all of these reasons, I urge you to deny Yasir Arafat a
United States visa that would enable him to participate in
the proceedings of the Unitad Nations. I sincerely believe
this to be in the best interests of the United States, the
State of Israel--our staunch and only democratic ally in the
Middle East--and the peace process to which you have given
sSo much impetus.

Respectfully'yours,

L1z Wed

Michael R. McNulty
Member of Congress

MRM: cms

cc: The Secretary of State
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A YEAR OF INTIFADA

The Palestinian/Israeli conflict has changed dramatically since the
beginning of the Intifada on December 8,1987. Of primary importance,
the Declaration of Independence of November 15th brought the long sought
Palestinian State into existence. More than 70 countries have recog-
nized the new state. The PLO's observer mission at the UN is now re-
ferred to as "Palestine".

The Intifada has conferred a powerful international legitimacy for the
Palestinian cause. In addition, the image of Israel as a moral and
democratic state has.suffered profound setbacks. More Americans, in-
cluding supporters of Israel, have been speaking out. There has also
been a weakening of AIPAC.

The Palestinians have clearly seized the political initiative. After
being denied an opportunity by the U.S. to speak at the UN in NYC, the
General Assembly convened in Geneva and Chairman Arafat was heard. The
visa denial and Arafat's UN speech cglearly showed U.S. isolation. 1In
December the U.S. announced it will open a "diplomatic dialogue" with

the PLO.

The Palestinians in the Occupied Territories have created a tremendous

network of self help popular committees. Individuals from various PLO

parties in the Occupied Territories, (Fateh, Popular Front, Democratic

Front, the Communist Party, and in Gaza, Islamic Jihad) have formed the
clandestine Unified National Leadership of the Uprising.

The reaction from Israel is ominous. There has been a shift to the
right in the recent Israeli coalition government and Labor and Likud is
united in their rejectionism of PLO peace initiatives. The talk of
transfer (forced mass expulsion) has been legitimized in mainstream qis—
course. Murderous attacks on Palestinian workers staying overnight 1in
Israel have occurred, and Israeli Death squads are operating in the
Occupied Territories.

The significant achievements of the Palestinian people in 1988 is due to
- the courage and creativity of the Intifada. The costs have been high;
hundreds of Palestinians have been killed, over 20,000 Palestinians have
suffered injuries warranting hospitalization, 47 individuals have been
expelled, 400 houses have been demolished and sealed, over 100,000 fruit
and olive trees uprooted, medical supplies interrupted and the arrested
have been held in mass detention centers.

In the Capital District .supporters of Palestinian rights must not 1let t@is
historic moment pass. We must stand in full solidarity with the Palestin-
ians under occupation and increase our efforts toward their guest for
freedom, dignity, and self-determination. All of us must unlock pre-
viously untapped resources and increase our strength in unified actions.

] Lo duadod



1iie Faiestinian Declaration of Independenice,

Palestine, the Jand of the three monotheistic
faiths, is where the Palestinian Arab people
was borm, on which it grew, developed and
excelled. The Palestinian people was never
scparated from or diminished in its integral
bonds with Palestine. Thus the Pzlestinian Arab
people ensured for itself an everlasting union
between itself. its land and its history...

It was the Palestinian people, already
wounded in its body, that was submitted to yet
another type of occupation over which floated
the falsehood that “Palestine was a land with-
outpeople™ This notion was foisted upon some
in the world, whereas in article 22 of the Cove-
nant of the League of Nations (1919) and in the
Treaty of Lausanne (1923), the world had rec-
ognised that all Arab territories. including Pal-
estine, of the formerly Ottoman provinces,
were [0 have granted to them their freedom as
provisionally independent nations.

Despite the historical injustice intlicted on
the Palestinian Arab people resulting in their
dispersion and depriving them of their right 1o
self-determination. following upon UN General
Assembly Resolution 181 (1947), which
partitioned Palestine into two states, one Arab,
one Jewish, yer it is this resolution that still
provides those condirions of international
legitimacy thatensure the nghtofthe Palestinian
people to sovereignty and national
independence.

By stages, the occupation of Palestine and
pars of other Arab territories by [sraeli forces.
the willed disposscssion and expulsion from
their ancestral homes of the majority of
Palestine’s civilian inhabitants. was achieved
by organised terror; those Palestinians who
remained. as a vestige subjugated in their
homeland, were persecuted and forced to endure
the destruction of their national life.

Thus were principles of intemational legiti-
macy violated. Thus were the Charter of thé
United Nations and its resolutions disfigured,
forthey hadrecognised the Palestinianpeople's
nationalrights, including the right of retum. the
right to independence, the right to sovereignty
over territory and a homeland...

Themassivenational uprising, the “inrifada™,
10w intensifying in cumulative scopcand power
'n occupicd Palestinian territories. as well as
heunflinching resistance of the refugee camps

utside the homeland, have elcva}lcd

consciousness of the Palestinian truth and right
into still higher realms of comprehension and
actuality. Now, at last, the cumain has been
dropped around a whole cpoch of prevarication
and negation. The intifada has set siege o the
mind of official Isracl, which has for 100 long
relied exclusively upon mythand terrorto deny
Palestinian existence altogether. Because of
the inrifada and its revolutionary imreversible
impulse, the history of Palestine has therefore
arrived at a decisive juncture.

Whereas the Palestinian people reaffirms
most definitively its unalienable rights in the
land of its patrimony:

— now by virtue of natural rights. and the
sacrifices of successive generations who gave
themselves in defence of the freedom and inde-
pendence of their homeland:

— in pursuance of resolutions adopred by Arab
summit conferences and relying on the author-
ity bestowed by intemational legitimacy as
embodied in the resolutions of the United
Nations Organisation since 1947:

— and in exercise by the Palestinian Arab
peopleofitsrightstoselfdetermination, political
indcpcndcncc.andsovcn:igmy overitsterrilory.
— the Palestine National Council, in the name
of God, and in the name of the Palestinian
people, hereby proclaims the establishment of
the State of Palestine on our Palestinian terri-
tory with its capital Jerusalem,

The state of Palestine is the state of the
Palestinians whereverthey may be. The state is
for them to enjoy in it their collective national

-and cultural identity, theirs 1o pursue in it a

caomplete equality of nghts. In it will be
safeguarded their political and religious
convictions and their human dignity by means
of a parliamentary democratic system of
govemance, itself based on freedom of
cxpression and the freedom to form parties.
The right of minorities will duly be respected
by the majority, as minorities must abide by
decisions of the majority. Governance will be
based on principles of social Justice, equality
and non-discrimination in publicrights, menor
waomen, on grounds of race, religion. colour or
sex, under the acgis of a constitution which
ensures the rule of law and an independent
judiciary. Thus shall thesce principles allow no
departure from Palestine's ancientspiritual and
cultural heritage of tolerance and religious co-
cxistence.

reprinted from MIDDLE EAST INTERNATIONAL

15 Novermnber 1986

The state of Palestine is an Arab state, an
integral and indivisible part of the Arab nation.
at one with that nation in heritage and civilisa-
tion. with it also in iis aspiration for liberation,
progress. democracy and unity. The state of
Paiestine affirms its obligation 10 abide by the
charter of the League of Arab States. whereby
the coordination ofsthe Arab states with each
other shall be strengthened. It calls upon Arab
compatriots to consolidate and enhance the
emergencein reality of our state. to mobilise its
potential and 10 intensify efforts whose goal is
to end Israeli occupation.

The state of Palestine proclaims its commit-
ment 1o the principles of the UN, and to the uni-
versal declaration of human rights. It proclaims
its commitment as well to the principles and
policics of the Non-Aligned Movement.

It further announces itself to be a peace
loving state. in adhcrence to the principles of
peaceful coexistence. It will join with all states
and peoples in order to assure a permanent
peace based upon justice and the respect of
rights so that humanity's potential for well-
being may be assured. an eamnest competition
for excellence be maintained, and in which
confidence in the future will eliminate fear for
whom justice is the only recourse.

In the context of its struggle for peace in the
land of love and peace. the state of Palestine
calls upon the United Nations to bzar special
responsibility for the Palestinian Arab people
and its homeland. It calls upon all peace and
freedom loving peoples and states to assist in
its attainment of its objectives. to provide it
with security, to alleviate the tragedy of its
people.andtohelp it terminate Isracl’s occupa-
tion of the Palestinian territories.

The state of Palestine herewith declares that
it believes in the settlement of regional and
intermational disputes by peacelul means. in
accordance withthe UN Charterand resolutions.
Without prejudice to its natural right to defend
ils territorial integrity and independence. it
therefore rejects the threat or use of force.
violence and terrorism against its territorial
integrity, or political independence. as it also
rejects their use against the territorial integrity
of other states...

Therelore, we call upn our great people to
rally to the banner of Palestine. to cherish and
defend it so that it may forever be the symbol
of our freedom and dignity in that homeland,
which is a homeland for the free.

Please call your elected federal officials and ask them to have the United States

recognize the newly declared Palestinian state.
The US Senate number is 202-224-3121.

Thank you.

is 202-456-7639.
number is 202-224- 3121.

The phone number at the White House
The US House of Representatives

‘



PRO-PALESTINIAN RESOLUTION WINS VOTER

APPROVAL IN CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS

During the recent elections in the US,
voters in Cambridge, MA passed a resolu-
tion calling for a reduction in US aid to
Israel egual to what Israel spends in the
West Bank and Gaza Strip. The vote was
22,784 for and 20,456 against. This ref-
erendum demanded the district's state rep-
resentatives to send a message to the
President and Congress "to achieve a Just
and lasting peace in the Middle East by:
1) demanding that Israel ends its viola-
tions of Palestinian human rights and its
occupation of the West Bank and Gaza."

A similar resolution in nearby Newton,

" MA and two others in California were de-

feated, in part to intense campaigns by
many Jewish groups and other supporters of
Israel.

In Newton, a resolution calling upon
the US govt. to "support the Principles
of self-determination for the Israeli and
Palestinian people; the creation of a
Palestinian state in the West Bank and
Gaza Strip next to Israel, and security
for Israel and the new Palestinian state"
was defeated by about a 2 to 1 margin.

The referendum on the ballot in San
Francisce stated that seeing as the US
already recognizes Israel and that a com—
prehensive Middle East peace "may be
achieved only by the mutual recognition of
the national and human rights of both the
Israeli and Palestinian peoples", "It is
therefore resolved that the people of San
Francisco join the vast majority of the
people of the world in calling upon the
United States government to expand its
policy to include: United States recog-
nition of the Palestinian people's right
to self-determination and statehood in
the occupied terrorities of the West
Bank and Gaza side by side with the state
of Israel with guarantees for the secur-
ity of both states."

Sadly, this resolution was loudly at-
tacked by many Bay-area Jewish groups as
being anti-Israel. More than 63,000
persons voted in favor while over 133,000
opposed it.

A voter referendum in Berkley which
would have established Berkley as a sis-
ter city of the Jabalya refugee camp in
Palestine gained more than 13,000 votes
for and over 31,000 opposed to it.

The Northern California Jewish Bulletin
of November 11 reported that both the Bay-
area "No" campaigns outspent the "Yesg"
campaigns by more than 10 to 1.

Although the Pro-Palestinian referendums
were defeated in three of the four locali-
ties, supporters were still glad that they
had made the effort.

Hilton Obenzinger, who is on the Execut-
ive Committee of the Palestine Solidarity
Committee, said the lesson from the great
victory in Cambridge is that "Voters can
be convinced to challenge the political es-
tablishment once they realize that we are
paying for Israel's human-rights abuses."

—_——— e

INTIFADA VICTIMS MEMORIAL SERVICE

HELD IN SCHENECTADY

On December 11, 1988, the Palestinian
Committee members commemerated the first
anniversary of the Intifada. A memorial
service "for those who have perished in
Uprising on the Occupied Territories of

the West Bank and Gaza" was held at St.
George's Greek Orthodox Church in Schen-
ectady, New York. Father Anthony Nichlas
performed the ceremony after the regular
Sunday service. The memorial service in-
cluded "rah me," a mercy offering contain-
ing wheat wrapped around a kafiya. A cof-
fee hour was held afterward at which Com-
mittee members conversed with parishiners
and information leaflets were distributed.

During the memorial serice, Father Nich-—
las read two letters. The first was from
the Archbishop of the Greek Orthodox Church
of North and South America. The other
was from the Metropolitan Philip of the An-
tiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiosese
of North America. The first letter said,
"How ironic that in the promised land, once
again we see the slaughter of children
along with a majority of the young people."
The second letter included: "May we join
our prayers to yours for the victims who
are struggling just to survive and for those
martyrs who have given their 1lives so that
their children...will one day be freed from
the Zionist Occupation of their lands."

The Palestinian Committee greatly ap-
preciates the efforts of Father Nichlas for
organizing this event and the parishiners
for the use of the church.

2



THE PALESTINE LIBERATION ORGANIZATION

The PLO has been very active in the latter part of 1988 - declaring an indepen-
dent state, pursuing a vigorous peace initiative, and negotiating with the US. Des-
pite all these activities, the history and nature of the PLO has never been properly
articulated in the mainstream US media.

Basically, the PLO is the national liberation movement of the Palestinian people.
It is the institutional expression of Palestinian nationhood, the Palestinian's in-
strument in the struggle for the attainment of their usurped national rights, and
thelr organized effort to reconstitute their shattered and dispersed society.

In 1964, the Arab League empowered Ahmad Shugairy to formulate the PLO. The Arab
League's reasoning was twofold - to control individual Palestinian liberation efforts
and to cover their own ineptitude in dealing with Zionism. On May 28, 1964, in Jer-—
usalem, 422 Palestinians, mostly from elite circles, gathered for the first session
of the Palestinian National Council (PNC).

Throughout the 1950's and 1960's, many individual fedeyaan organizations had dev-
eloped and they saw the PLO as a tool of Arab governments. The June 1967 war proved
to the Palestinians that Arab countries could not liberate Palestine. Shugairy re-
signed at the end of 1967 and was replaced by Yehya Hammoudeh, who had promised rad-
ical reforms. The fedayeen organizations participated in the 4th PNC session (7/68)
and at the 5th PNC session (2/69), Mr. Arafat was elected Chairman of the PLO. It
was during this period when the PLO began to represent all sectors of the Palestin-
ian people.

After the 1967 war, the PLO built social, political, and military institutions in
Jordan. However, in Sept., 1970, a civil war broke out and the PLO was forced to re-
organize in Lebanon. The PLO was primarily based there until 1982 when the Israelis
invaded. Within the last few years, the PLO has returned to Lebanon. The Headquar-
ters are presently located in Tunis, Tunisia.

After the October war of 1973, the PLO regained the historical initiative and it
was determined to seek international recognition. In 1974, the Arab League and the
Non-Aligned Countries gave recognition to the PLO as the sole, dlegitimate represen-—
tative of the Palestinian people. Also in 1974, the United Nations (UN) gave the PLO
observer status and membership in all sub-organizations. On Nov. 13, 1974, Chairman
Arafar delivered a speech to the General Assembly.

In June 1980, the European Economic Community (EEC), in its Venice Declaration,
recognized the Palestinian's right to self determination and called for PLO partic-
ipation at an international peace conference. The number of nations that today Tec-
ognize the PLO ik twice the number that recognize Israel.

The political program of the PLO has evolved through many stages: 1) 1964 - to
liberate all of Palestine from the Zionists and establish an independent Palestinian
state. 2) 1968 - a democratic secular state in Palestine. 3) 1974 - an independent
national authority on any part of liberated Palestine. 4) 1977 - an independent Pal-
estinian state on any part of liberated Palestine. 5) 1982 - acceptance of the Fez
Arab Summit Plan which called for a two state solution and the right of all states in
the region to live in secure borders. 6) 1988 - an international peace conference
with all parties to the conflict participating, including the PLO, on the basis of UN
resolutions 242 and 338, and the safequarding of Palestinian national rights.

A major component of the PLO are the social and cultural institutions. The PLO is
committed to meeting the functional needs of the Palestinian people, with a focus on
children and the development of a sense of selfworth. The following are examples of
major institutions: The Palestine Red Crescent provides medical and health care and
is a member of the International Red Cross. The Samed Martyrs Works Society provides

for the economic infrastructure. The Dept. of Culture and Information preserves and
develops Palestinian arts and maintains worldwide media systems. Popular organiza-

Y



tions such as unions provide the democratic structure of the PLO. Since the early

870's, a grass rcoots network has existed in the Cccupied Terrorities. As the Inifada
has progressed for a year, & neticmal economy has develcssd.  This metwork will be-
come the infrastructure of the Palestinian state. ’

PLO political institutions resemble parliamentory demccracies. These include the
Naticnal Council, the Central Commitiee, and the Executive Committee. The Palestine
Natio;al Council (PHC! is the Highest oclicy making body. It represents the entire
spectrum of Palestinian society. .The PNC has proporticnal representation from the
Commande groups, mass movements and trade unions, professional corganizations, commun-
ities in the diaspora, ?aWé—Liniars who ‘have been expelled from Palestine, scientists
and intellectuels, and independents. Palestinians from the Occupied Terrorities are
represented. Ecwever, they ars threatened with expulsion if they participate

Tne Central Committee comsists of 60 ENC members. It serves a combined 1e915la'
tive- executive function. The Executive Committee has 15 PNC members and it function:
as the executive branch of government. Each member has a portfolio. The Chairmen of
the Executive Committee is the Chairman of the PLO. g

The fedeysan crganizations are at once independent of the formal structure of ths
PLO and integrated within it. They have representation in all PLO institutioms. It
is more accurate to refer toc these groups as political parties than factiomns. ‘BEach
greup differs on how o accomplish a Pslestinian homsland. Intense debates are con-
stantly held in the search for concensus and unity. ' o '

In its mearly 28 year histcry, the PLO has metured politicelly and socially into a
reasonable raspensible member of the gicbal community. Presently the PLO is pursuing
& vigoxcus worldéwide peace initiztive as well as strengthening and developing the
Palestinian state through the In;lrnda, It is crucial for supporiers of PaTostin‘ar
rights tc support the PLO: they are c;eaf;y the c&osen representative of the Paiss-
tinian pecple.

& considerable amount of additicnzl info. aboﬁt
the Palestine Libveration Organization is available
from the committee. P‘i__ease contact us at £18-434-
4037. '
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- THE PALESTINE NATIONAL COUNCIL
Poittical Resoiutions, Excerpts ’

£ vighs, and stemming {rom its desire for peace -expressed in the
Ueclaration. of Independerce proclaimed on 15 November 1988...the PNC
affirms the commitment of the Palestine Liberation Organization to seek a
romprehensive political seulement o the Amb-Israeli conflict and_ the
Zalestine question. This search for peace shall be within the framework of the
United Nations Charter, the principles and provisions of international legality,
he priciples of international Yaw, UN. and Arab summit resclutions which
juaraniee the Palestinian Arab people the right to return, the right to seif-
determination and the right to establish their independen: state on their
uational soil with peace and security for all states in the region.
In the pursuit of these objeciives, the PNC calls for:

E § ased on its responsibility toward the Palestinian pecple and their national

I- The convening of an effective international peace conference on the,

Naticns and with the participation of the permanent members of the Security
wouncit and all parties te the conflict, including the PLO, the sole legitimate
representative of the Palestinian people, on equal footing with the other
parties. .

The international conference is to convene on the basis of UN. Security
—ouncil Resolutions 242 and 338 coupled with the legitimate rights of the
Zalestinian people, including above ail their right fo self-determination in
tccordance wich the principles and provisions of the UN. Charter relevant to
:he principle of national seif-determination, the inadmissibility of the
acquisition of territory by force, and according to UN. resolutions relevant to
the Palesiine question.

2- Israel withdrawal from al! Arab and Palestinian territories occupied since
1867, including Arab Jerusalem. '

3- The nuilification of all annexation measures and the dismantiement of
setlements esiablished by Israel on Palestinian and Arab kind since 1967,

4- The placement of the occupied Palestinian territories, including Arab
lerusalem, under UN. supervision for 2 limited period of time to protect our
>eople and create a climate conducive to the successful convening of the
miernational peace conference and reaching a comprehensive political
sctilement to bring peace and security for all threugh mutual acceptance, and
i0 enabie the Paiestinian State to exercise its effective authority over these
erritories. '

B- Solving the Palestine refugeé pmbiem in accordance with pertinent UN.
“esolutions. - :

6- The freedom of worship éx-r_ld religion and access to the holy places in
Palestine are guaranieed for ail faiths. < . ' '

PALESTINIAN WORKERS NEED
YOUR SUPFORT.
Last November, the
Palestinian Committee

1 mailed a packet of infor-
R mation ceoncerning vicla-
# tions of Palestinian un-

ion and workers rights by

8 the Israelis to pecple in
|5 ‘the Capital-area active
2 in organized lakor. We
3 ask supporters of labor

to stand in solidarity

% with with the Palestinian

Middle Fast and the Palestine question under the auspices of the United. [ WOTSS¥S Wio bear the brunt

of Isrzeli repression.

If you have not as yet
signed on to the Laber
Statement on Palestine, we
urge yocu to consider doinc

'3 so. Together we can help
! the Palestinian workers

achieve their rights as

% both workers and citizens.

If ycu have not receive

¥ this package of informatic
} or if you have -any gues-
i Tions concerning it, pleas

contact us. ‘
During the last few

%

d months, the Emerican-Arab
2 Anti-Discrimination ‘Com-
i mittee (ADC) has been suc-
N cessful in petitioning the
i US"I"r_ade Representative to

schedule hearings on the
Israel's brutal suppressic

B4 0f Palestinian workers'
= rights.

Thie hearings had
criginally been scheduled

¥ to occur prior te the US
Y €lections but wsre post-

g 'po.ned'a

7- The Security Council shall establish and guarantee security arfangements & © .
oetween all the interested parties. in the region, including the State of &Y The US Trade Represen-
Palestine. - " g g . ~ ' i tative has the power tc

. : . . P - i o repeal Istrael's duty-free
The PNC reaffirms its earlier resolutions concerning the distinctive ¥j TS daty

fraternal relations between the Palestinian and Jordanian ‘peoples. It alsc
affirms that the future relation between the states of Jordan and Palestine
shall be based on the concept of confederation and free and voluntary choice
by both peoples to'sirengthen their historic ties and vital commen interests.

The PNC zlso reaffirms its adherence to UN. resolutions which approve of
the right of peoples to resist-foreign occupation, imperialism and racial
discrimination, and. their right to struggle for independence. The  Council
oroclaims anew its rejection of terrorism in all its forms, including state
‘errorism, in accoerdance with earlier resolutions on this matter and other
sronouncements such as the Arab summit resolutions in Algiers in 1988, UN.
Resolutions 42/159 (1967) and 61/40 (1985), and the PLO Cairo Declaration
of 7 November 1985. & - :

4 trade status with the US

if' Israel is found o be
employing improper labor
practices.

. - Such. a decision is con-
sidered unliks2y in view
of George Bushi's anti-
labor h:;sf."r‘r}’-

5



THE STUDLYT “OMMTTTWE FOR PALESTT\TAN
RIGHTS AT SGVY ALBANY

cencluded its Tl;st active year with a

pair of events. On November 22th, The
International Day of Selidarity With ths
Falestinian Pecple, Sheliz Ryan from the
New York City-based Mladle Ezpt Pesdce
Network presented a talk and answe—ed-
questions focusing on the economic. pol-
iticai, and perscnal aspects of the Pal-
estinian- Uprising as well as the role the:
US assumes in the Middle East conflict,
Pollowing her talk, she presented her
proposal for a Middie East Peace Campaign
which would attempt to bridce the gap be-
tween public cpinicn =nd congressicnal
action by gathering signitures on a +wo
‘sentence statement endorsing a two state
.sointion. The response to her campaign
was enthusiastic and ths committee will
‘be following up om it in 1989

The Fol1ow1ng week Amy Tr bka present-.

‘ed a slide show highlighting the impact
‘of the military occupaticn on Palestin-.
izns' Gaily lives and the creative act-
ions the residents of the OCCLD;EG Ter
ritories have tzken to .Combat Isra=li re-
pression. Ms .‘T'abka, who visited the
West Bank thi= summer, has alsc presented
her slides te 'student and fact ulty groups
at Cormell University and RPIX

Activities tc watch out for in the up~

coming spring semester include partidipa-

tion in a debeate/discussicn presented by
the Political Sciendsd Club, a lecture and
slide show presentation February Znd by
Eyewitness for Israel dzlegate Cralg Mok~
hiber, and cur annual participation in
World wWsek fest;v1twcs - the Biock Party
on February 27th in th- Campus Center
Beallrcoom and & mcv15 schednled for Marﬂﬁ
1st. ‘ ‘
The Stud;nt Cdiimi‘t'aé"alco distrib-

utes litevarure in the bahpus Cencer Lob-

by. We welcome new members,. there is .
certainly a Ist o be done. For more
11ro*matlopg-ba11 David at 482-7a48.

'MCHULTY REPLACES S”RATTON IN- uDNCR

“emccra*'vlchael McNﬁ’ty was elected
.to the House of Representatives in Nov.,
‘replacing retiting Szm Stratton.

The Albany' Student Press (ASP), a stu-
dent newspaper at SUNY nlbany, in its
Nov. 1 edition. reported that HeHNultywas
invited tc speak =t SUNY by the SUNYA

Zmerican Israel Public Affairs Commi Tee.
The ASP reported McNulty as saving he i

. opposed tec the creaticn of an independent

Palestinian state because "it poses zn un-
acceptable tura“t to the security cf the
State of Israei. He also said that he
ﬁpposas an international peace conferenc
as long as lir. Zrafat and the Paliestine
Liberation Organization represent bhe Pal-
estinians. The ASP also guoted the new
fe esentative as saying he enao*ses Tihe
move of the United States embassy from Tel
Rviv to Jerusalem...the capital of ~s*‘ael

bom and forever,"

' Mr. McNulty cobviously needs a comsider-

able amount of educating zbout  the Pales-

tinians, the PLO, and the Falestinian pso-
ple’s desire for & negotiated just peace.

Please csll or write to him. To obtain hi
new office addresses and phone numbers, ez
the rFederal Informaticn Center at 518—46“-
4'-44.1 -

Correction: In the last newsletter, the
CFR incorrectly credited thes front page
article. It was.written bv Den Betz of
Oklaloma Universitv.

-Briefly-

At an Israeli Defense Ministry spon-
sored US-Isrzell Defense Industry Confer-
ence last falil, Strntng*c Defense Initi-
ative director Lt. Gen. James Abrahamson
boasted that "Tsrael is the first ameng
allied nations in total value of contracts
swarded for p_$:;c1paulon in SEI.™

Nokel Frizw winner Elie Wiesel contin-
ues his morzl cowardice. The Jewish Worid
reported (Oct. 20) that Mr. Wiesel sazd he

‘would not judge Israel or criticize it

over the methods used to respend to the
int Fa =R
Cn Dec. 22, the Rev, Jesse dekson

‘called uocn Israel to doin with the Pal-

estine Liberation Organization in its

remuniciation of terrcrism. He said there

must be -z joint commitment.

" In a case involving Palestinians, a US
District Judge, on Dec. 22, declared uncon-
stitutional two sections of the 1952

"MeCarran-Walter Act, a vicious anti-free

speech iaw passed at the height of the
anti-commmist hysteia following World
War Twi

ﬂgg_
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CLAENDAR OF EVENTS
- Jan. 20, Feb. 3, Feb. 17, Mar.

. meetings of the Palestlnlan Com-

mittee are held at 7PM at the

Social Justice Center, 33 Central

Avenue in Albany
- Feb. Z - Craig Mokhiber qllce
show and lecture on the In-
- tifada 'at SUNY plbanv, uptown
- campus, lecture center 22
at 7:30 PM -
- Jan. 25 at' 7: 30 Pw Coalition
Against Apartheid and Racism:
'meeting at the Urban League,
corner of Livi “gS‘COl'l Avenue
and Ten Broeck in Albany

Capital Dlstrlct Commettee for

Palestinian Rights -

A Dro;ecu of the Sccial Justice
Center in Albany, Inc.

33 Central Avenue _

Albany, New York USA 12210

WHAT CAN YOU DO FDR PALESTINTAN I*'{I[Gl‘iT.‘S'>

Get more 1nformatlon. .Teach others.

Voice your ¢pinions to elected of—

ficials. Write letters to newspapers.

and magazines. -Gall in to radio

talk shows.. Call us at 518-—434-40'37._

Get 1nvo1ved There is much o be
done. Give us’ your ideas.
Enclosed is mv contrlbutlon of $
Name: -

Address:

Telephcne:

Jdan. 22 at 7 5M - A Salvadoran Music
Night 2t the Unitarian Church, 405 Wash-

_ingteon Avermo in Albany. $5 and $7.

For info. call 518-434-4037. Benefﬂt for
Radio Faranundc Marti. :

Jan. 31 at 8PM Exiled editor Donald Woods
of Scuth Africa will liecture on “Aparthe*d
and the Trajedy of South Africa.” At the
Siena College Alumi Center in Loudonvillie.
Feb. 25. Social Justice Center fundraising
Bowlathon. Be on the Palestinian team. Fo:
info. ez11 518—434-4037.

April 13-16 in Washington D.C. - The 6th
Naticnal Conference of the American-Arsh:
Anti-Discrimination Committee. _For info.
call 202-244-2500, :

INON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
Permit No. 509
Albany, N.Y.

From "Interrogation”
&y Hanan Mikha_ﬂ-Askmwi

Yes, I confess fo .:z

More .mbtle cimnge than ever
- You can invent — or comprehend —
Thrat I have dared plant

. My garder. and intend to remain

- To pick the fruits as they ripen...

But I acknowledge the healing
FPower of rain {in gll its

Different forms), of a visit

Froma loved one, -

_ the return of an exile,

And a child’s glance of disdain at

4 scldier’s bload-szamed truncheon—
And so much mere...

Peace Network

. reprinted from Middie East



capital ovIstrict committee For
palestinian Rrights

A Project of the
Social Justice Center of Albany, Inc.
33 Central Ave., Albany, N.Y. 12210/ 434-4037

APRIL-MAY 1989
labor donated

THE STATE DEPARTMENT REPORT
ON HUMAN RIGHTS

The U.S. State Department on February 8th released it’s annual report to the U.S. Congress on the
status of Human Rights in various foreign countries. In the report the State Department heavily criticized
Isracl’s behavior in the occupicd West Bank (including East Jerusalem) and the Gaza Strip. The State Dep-
artment acknowledged Isracl’s behavior contravenes the Forth Geneva Convention, International Law and

recognized human rights standards.

The report accuses Israel for using excessive force and excessive punishment in dealing with Pales-
tinians in the Occupied Territories. Israel has "frequently used gunfire in situations that did not present
mortal danger to troops causing many avoidable deaths and injuries". It highlights torture and other cruel
punishment; arbitrary arrest; detention and exile; denial of fair public trial; collective punishment; lack of
respect for civil liberties; and political killings. The report details a situation that has been well known to

anyonc who cared to know what has been going on.

Al Haq / Law in the Service of Man in a statement released february 10th said "that despite serious
flaws and omissions, the State Department had decreased it’s use of loaded language and reduced it’s tend-
ency to justify Israel’s violation of human rights". This is the first time since 1967 that the U.S. State
Department has of fered the American Public a "glimpse of what occurs on a daily basis in the Occupied

Territories”.

There is an attempt to assign partial blame on the Palestinians and there is an element of special
pleading for the Israeli Defence Forces (IDF). The report stated, "the IDF, caught by surprise and untrain-
ed and inexperienced in riot control". The IDF were not caught off guard. The Intifada is the inevitable
result of denying the Palestinians their rights. Nor is there any rcason why the 1DF would be untrained
and inexpericnced. They have becn suppressing the Palestinians for over twenty years. Many violations
were also excluded such as the closure of schools, charitable institutions, labor unions offices, as well as
the cutting off of international telephone lines and domestic communications.

The State Department is mandated to issue a report to the U.S. Congress by Public Law 94-329 for
all countries the Executive Branch is proposing to give military or economic aid to any country whose
government "engages in a consistent pattern of gross violations of internationally recognized human rights”
It is the United States which has provided the money, the arms, and the vital political support which
allows the Israeli Government to carry out it’s oppressive measures.

sss ACTION ALERT ON PAGE NINE ***



LOCAL ZIONISTS, "DECISIVE FACTOR" IN JIM BLEIKAMP'S FIRING

Former WGY (81AM) late evening talk show host Jim Bleikamp stated a local Zionist
organization was a "decisive factor" in his being fired. The Shield of David, a rec-
ently formed pro-Israeli organization claimed responsibility in an interview with UPI.
On his 3 hour show, Mr. Bleikamp frequently stated his Support for a Palestinian state.
The Shield of David said Bleikamp's stance made him an anti-Semite.

Jim Bleikamp had received many callers on his program labeling him as an anti-
Semite. One caller, Al Herman, clashed with Jim on the air and it led to Jim banning
Herman from the show. Bleikamp said Herman's arrogance and constant inaccuracy on the
facts caused the ban. Many local people would agree with Jim's perception of Herman.
Unfortunately, the banning of a caller gave the management of the radio station an "easy
out" to fire Jim.

Prior to the termination of Bleikamp's employement, Stanford Rosenblum, a local
attorney, said he had contacted the station threatening to take legal action if some-
thing was not done about Bleikamp. Dennis Israel, owner of WGY, said he guestioned
Jim's use of the word "genocide" to describe the policies of Israel toward the Palestin-
ians.

Fred Dicker, a well-known reporter who used to be with the New York Post, and a
strong supporter of Israel, defended Bleikamp, saying Jim was neither anti-Semitic nor
anti-Israel. WGY's management has denied any outside pressure was involved in their
decision to fire Bleikamp. Dennis Israel, a Republican Party activist, said it was
Jim's insubordination that caused his being fired. It is well known that Mr. Israel
wWas very angry with Bleikamp's on-the-air criticism of Presedential candidate George
Bush last fall.

Jim Bleikamp subscribed to an unwritten rule - when a guest on the show was speak-
ing wup for peace and justice for the Palestinians, you must have a Zionist counter
guest. When committee member Tom Ellis, was a guest on the show, Jim Bleikamp tried
unsuccessfully to have a pro-Israeli on the same show. Michael Winograd of the Anti-
Defamation League of B'nai B'rith refused to appear and other Zionists were not avail-
able on short notice. When Shelia Ryan, the director of the Middle East Campaign, was
@ guest, Jim was able to get Steven Berk, a history professor at Union College, to
present the a pro-Israeli point of view.

Letters of protest should be sent to Dennis Israel, WGY, P. O. Box 1410,
Schenectady, New York 12301. The phone number is 518-3B1-4800. We at the Capital
District Committee for Palestinian Rights consider this incident to be very serious.
We must stop the intimidation of supperters of Palestinian rights. Advocating a Pal-
estinian state is not an anti-Semitic act. We have every right to criticize and con-
demn the vicious and sadistic policies of Israel. CPR members should inform their

friends about the unjustified firing of Jim Bleikamp.
David Aube

ANTI-RACISM FRONT PROTESTS KAHANE AT SUNYA

75 people from area organizations
gathered in front of Page Hall (downtown)
on Feb. 13 to protest a lecture given by
the notorious Meir Kahane. Signs were
carried stating "Kahanism is Racism, "
"Kahane Preaches Hate," and "Kahane do-
esn't Speak for this Jew," and chants
and shouts were exchanged with about 25
pro-Kahane demostrators.

The lecture, which was announced
only a week in advance, activated many
organizations and individuals. The Stud+
ent Committee for Palestinian Rights or-
ganized and educated groups on the camp-
us and CPR did likewise in the community.
The Coalition Against Apartheid and Rac-
ism activated their phone list and had a
strong vocal presence. The Minority Af-
fairs Council of SUNYA confonted SUNYA's
President on the issue. New Jewish Agen-

(con't on page 8)



LONG LIVE THE INTIF&DAH

"Entering its 16th mecnth, the
Palestinian intifadah has set a
course of liberating the occupied
territories from Israeli
occupation and towards the
fulfillment of a Palestinian
State. The “children of the
stones™ have fought back with
enormous foritude and
imagination, posing the greatest
challenge to Zionist
expansionism. Isramel has yet to
put forth concise, reasonable,
peace iniatives comparable to
the PLO’s peace plan. Until it
does the pelitical viclence will
continue, possibly to levels we
have not seen.

Moitivated by the same
desires and aspirations for
peace, freedom, and Jjustice as
all the world’s people, "

Palestinians have fought with
rocks against M-16's, victory
gardens against captive markets,
and general strikes against
slave labop._Paraphrasing'a‘
collegue s recent statement- you
can’t relegate the indigenous '
population to the floral and
fauna of the environment and
expect them. to go away. and not
struggle.

The edltorial in the -
March-April  issve of Middle East
Report states clearly the
Intifadah’s reveolutionary
dimension. “The Uprising
"continues. because ‘it embodles a.
social’ revolution that has.
1rrever51bly altered relatlons

_racism ‘and anti- semitism.
‘shuculd take & serious lock at

,between men and women, old and
FOung, village, camp, and city,
rich and pocer. And between

Palestinian and Israeli. It is .

this revolutionary dimension: that

has empowered the. Palestlnlans to
fight agzihnst awesome ‘odds to
break the coclonial regime- &a.
regime imposed by Israel but-
extending. back ‘into earlisr
decades of Jordanian and British
rule

Q%H'
s
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E'RAI B'RITH'S RACISM

Iin its Feb. 18th issue, ths
locally published Jewish World
newspaper reported how & B'nal
B’rith internaticnal spokesperson
had said that group will print a
retraction to 14,000 perscns who
had received a fundreaising letter
which said "The Arab presencée on -
the [U.S.] college campus is
poisoning the mlnds of our young
pecople.”

The Amerlcan—ﬁrab
Anti-Discrimination Committee
(ADC) had crictized the letter,
which was signed by B’nai B’ rith
President Seyvmour Reich.

On March. 2, Faris Bouhafa,
Director of Media and Public
Relations for the ADC said that
the promised letter of apology .
had not been seen yet "by anybody
on their [B’nai B’rith] mailing
list or by the press.”

The B’nai B’rith is the
world*s largest Jewish
organization, .to which the Anti
Defamation League (ADL) is
affilated.. For well over 20

.vears the ADL has been printing-

racist comments about Arabs
similiar tc what was contained in
the B’nai B’rith letter.

It is rcecally tragic that the

:world s largest Jewish

organization in the US can
wantonly display intense hatred
towards Arabs. The ADL has Dsen,
for decades, proéueing reports on
They.

racism within.the Jew1sh

community. Yot
; TTom Ellis.

. The: Palestznian Declaration
of ' Independence - has given birth
" +o the State of Palestine. Now it
is up to us the supporters of '
. Palestinian national rights., to
increase our z2ctions to remove
the Israeli cccupation 2nd
establish Palestinian

sovereignt . .
o Shited David Aube



EYEWITNESS REPORT: "NO ONE IS IMMUNE FROM BEATINGST ("

. Craig Mokhiber gave a lecturs at Suny Albany on Feb. 2. The
évenl was sponored by the Capital District Committee for Palestinian
R;ghts-and'the Student Committee for Palestinian Rights. " .
: Mr. Mokhiber participated in the "Evewitness. Israel”. program
organizered by the American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee (ADC).
His visit to Palestine and Israel last summer was sponsored by the
Buffalc chapter of the National Lawyers Guild. ' ' -
B .Ee_sgid'the'Israléi abuse of Palestinians is so overwhelming that
documenting human rights violations in the West Bank is like looking
for sand in the desert." ' ‘

_Mr. Mokhiber said, "There is no way to deseribe. the smell cof
rottlgg garbage, open sewers and burning tires or the socund of mothers
ﬁlegd%ng to Israeli soldiers for their sons. -or clubs hitting people’s"

ead. e o : ¥ ‘

. He said the 'streets are literally littered with tear gas
canisters and bullets.” : :

 In response to oft-heard claim that soldiers and settlers do not
routinely violate international law, he said doctors freguently report
s¥stematic and sadistic beatings,gas is used extensively and in
enclosed areas. "There is _a total denial of legz! due process"and
that "razor wire is everywhere." ; _ . : '
_ He said no one is immune from beatings, leaflets appear out of
nowhere and that "Israeli run hospitals in the territories are sewers,
toilets.” : . ) , T 3

He explained that while Israel nearly crushed Palestinian
resistance from 1967-87, today the Palestinians are dug in for a long
struggle. He said "terror and horror are everywhére but the people
are oplimistic and will never go back to the .1967-87 complacency."

. In his conversations with.peace-loving Israeli’s he was told that
more and more Israeli’s are becoming right-wing. ‘In conclusion he
said the solution to the conflict will come from the . U.S, not from '
within Israel. . ' -

Mr "Mcokhiber impressed a.student from RPI that he has been invited
to speak to the RPI campus on March 30th, Land Day. : :

. Tom Ellis

' OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE '

- The Social Justice Center,will have office
space availablé on their 3rd floor. The -
key aSpeqtélbf'the,pffice”space: low cost:
shared office equipment and reéscurces; up

' to 750 square feet; meeting space; .and
prime location (on Central- Ave.. between
Lark and Northérn Blvd.)}. .. =~ -

The Sccial Justige Center, . formed in

o B St St o |DALESTINIAN
and social justice groups in the Capital - g™ = ST - wETE
HILDREN... !

Distict. Y :

For more information please contact & :
Donna DeMaria or David Easter at 434-4037, ° § Come don't even inake it .
33 Central Ave., Albany, New York. . 17( & . e school! . ‘_ i

B
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FREE NAMIBIA!

The Ccalition Rgainst Apartheid & Recism,
. ©f which CPR is an active awd supportive
- member, is organizing a2 community forum
titled, "Crisis in Southern Africa", fri-
day, March 31 7:30 pm, at the Macedonia
Baptist Church (172 N. Allen St., Elbany}.

Speakers will include a representa-
tive of the African National Congress (aNC),
another from the. Scuth West African Peoples
Organization (SWEPO}, and a representative
from the nation. ¢f Angola. In additiom, a
cultural presentaticn will be performed by
students from the Street Academy.

. held at = member's house,

 The Capital District Committee for
Palestinian Rights has endorsed this event
and strongly encouraged members to make
every effort to attend and participate..
For more infermation about the event call
(518) 436-0562.

Namibia, formerly kmown, as Scuth West
Africa, and Palestine, are the only nations
left from the Mdndate system which have vet
to gain their independence. SWAPO is the
sole authentic representatives of the Na-
mibian people, and is the nztional inde-
pendence movement of Namibia. ' '

Namibiz was colonized by Germany in
the 1880's. After WWI, the League of Na-
tions then gave South Africa a Mandate for
the region where, throughout the 20th Cen-
ury, South Africa has promoted its brand
of white supremacist rule. In 1966 Namib-
ia was pléced directly under the U.N. and
South' African rule of the region was re-
garded as illegal. However, ‘South Africa
refused tc leave. In 1978 the U.N. Secur- .
ity Council passed Resolution 435 which
called For the total 1ndepencence of Nami-
bia. i :

SWAPQ's liberation ideclogy cuts a-
.¢cross, racial,  religious, ethnic and cultu-
ral llnes and mobilizes .all Namibians. -
SWAPO'S political support inside Namibia
is extensive, and. if a free, fair and dem-
cratic election- were held ln Namlbla SWAFOQ
would win hands down, .

The. ErazzaVLIIe Accords were 519ned :
in December, 11888, by Cuba, Angola -gnd
South &frlca.-These accords. cslled €or the
1mplement&tlon of U.N.: Securlty Council
Resolution §435. Récently decisions by the
Security Council, however, . hqﬁe'thrgateﬁeﬁ
the proposed Namibian electicns, setting -
the stage for ongcxng ScuLh African inter-
Ference - ; ’

IT'S TIME FOR A PALESTINIAN STATE

volunteers.
is an excellent oppurtunity for

'Schenectady.

PALESTINIAR CULTURAL ASSOCIATION
On March 4th in a meeting
CPR
crganized & subcommittee titled,
the Pzlestinian Cultural
Association (PCA). PCA was

| organized to allow the
' committee’s work at upconlng

cultural and internatiocnal
festival to be more effective and
efficient. Many decisicns were
made concerning the objectives
and purpose of the subcommitte,
and the work. involved, such as_
the preparing, buying, and® ‘
selling of food.

Important decisions- that
were made include preparing =
list of relevant infeormation,
e.g. dates, addresses, to all PCA
volunteers. This should help to
aid people in scheduling work
days, and help distribute the
labor. Bscause the work is labor
intensive, PCA will make an
attempt tc increase the number of
‘Help is needed. It

people tec invelve themselves in
the work ¢f the committee. .

. Participating in cultural
and international festivals -has
proven to be zn excellent vehlcle

- for community outreach and

fundrzising. The first two
events will be held on the :
weekend of May 132 and 14. Cn May
i2th PCA will participate in the
Adridronack International’
Festival in Glens Falls, and on
May 1¥th PCA.will participate: in:
Albany’s City R Pinxterfest
in %ashington Park. Later events
will be held ‘in Troy and

‘For more
information or to volunteer
please call ‘Sami ‘Massoud at

416 4037 . '




Settlers Militia-Prepare for Civil War

Two Knesset'ﬂembers, ‘Dedu Zucker and Yo-
ssi Sareed of the Civil Rights Party, re-
cently wrote a letter to Israeli Attorney
General Yoseff Herish. They stated Jew-
ish settlers militia have been preparing
for civil war and should be dishanded.

The militia is organlzed in local
‘units of.platoon or compzny streagth, led
by a2 central headquarters and coordlnét-
ed by technoleglcally sophisticated com-
munication systems. The militias often
cqnduqt intimidating and punitive opera-
tions against the Palestinians; Such as:
en tering houses, destroying property,
burning agricultual fields =nd orchards,
and molestlng and beatlng t&e Palestinian
people.-

The letter stated that the settlers‘
militia draw encouragement from the
"permissive attitude on the part of the
security forces and law enforcement a-.
gencies", as well as from the support of .
right-wing parties and elements in the
government.

o 5

Israel Publishes, "Vérses"

I couldn’t help but notice
that Isracl decided to publish
The Satanic Verses by Salmon
Rushdie.. Is this a question of
pProtecting civil liberties or to
agitate the Islamic community in
Paslestine? I believe the
latter.” Israel was praised by
the evangicals in the US- for
banning the movie. Ihg_kgg& -
Temetation of thygz. Israel has
also banned over. 2, 000 books 1n
the Occupied Territoies.

' ~ How: long will it t&ke for
the Israell Qropagandists to
claim it was the PLO: that put a.
death thresit on Rushdié? This
incident has- -allowed 'some people
to. truly show .their ignorance
towards Islam. and vent out anger
that would be . ~ .= undcceptable:
to any other organlzed religion.
When will the international .
communlty condemn Ariel Sharon_
for announcing a~death threat
against Yasir Arafat because he
disagrees with Arafat’s politics?.

David Aube’ S be I ® E 6 .

On Our Land

_ SUNY Albany held it’s annual
World Week from Feb. 27 to March
3. The Student Committee for '
Palestinian Rights scld fcod
during the day on Feb. 27 and
showed a film on Feb. 28

The fiim titled “COn Our
Land”, was attended by 2
approximately 30 people. . The
film tells the story of the
forgotten section of the
Palestinian reople; the
Palestinians inside the 1848
borders. It is a bit outdated,
but it provided = great deal of
1nformat10n Prof. Edward Said
states. "In it’'s heautifully
crafted 55 minutes On Our Land
says more about the guestion of
Palestlne than many hundred
pages.

The film centered on Umm
el-Eahm, whose mayor was recently
upsetted by an Islamic Bloc, (the
largest Arab village. inside
Israel). Once a peasant farming
Qommunlty,_they have lost most of
their land to Israeli settlements
and been turned into wage -
laborers commuting to Isrzeli

.cities cr worklng cn Israil’s

farms.
The Student Commlttee for

' Palestinian Rights will have. a

meeting in the future. Help is
greatly needed. Please call for
more 1rrormation and date of A
meeting. Ask for

bafid at 434~ 40a?

Cummg soon:, .8 specml report from the

Nat;o_xlal Lawyers Guild’

International Human Rights Law
" and Izrael's Efforts to Suppress
tihe Palestinian Uprising

) Avgitable in Junuary
$120.00 per cepy {includes shipping and hendling)

wn'u to KLG-Middle East Subcommiliee * !
P.0. Box 4892
Wuhmn D.C. 20008

Check m-nHt to NLG-hliddle Exat Subrommitiss




- RECOGNIZE
PALESTINE
. Now

MIDDLE EAST PEACE CAMFAIGH

CPR has decided to
Participate in the Middle East
Peace Campaign, a state-wide,
year long project of the Middle
East Peace Network. The PUreese
cf the campaign is to amass
support on.a call for the United
States Government tc recognize
the right of the Palestinians to
an independent state in the fest
Bank and Gaza, alongside Israel.
The campaign will sclicit
signatures and endorsements from

& cross section of the cemmunity; .

faith based, peace and justice,
ethnic, student and Professors,
unions, arts, professional, human
rights, and community .
organizations. The campaign will
unify our support and give that
support: a louder wvoice. -

- The .campaign will signify a
shift ¢f CPR’s emphasis. from
education to political action.
The.situatiqn in Palestine and
the movement in this country has
changed dramatically. NOW IS THE
'TIME TO MOVE. CPR is depéndimg
upon its members to make the
campaign effective. €FR will
Prepare a special packet on the

campaign and. it will be mailed in .

the near future.

- BDOKS! . BOOKS!

CPR WILL MEET REP, McNULTY

On March 3rd, CPR wrote to newly-

- elected US Representative Michael Mc-

Nulty saying we disagreed with his
position on the Middie Bast conflict
and would like to meet to discuss it.

On the 13th, his office contacted
the CPR. A mmeting was scheduled for
the follocwing Monday but was postponed
by McNulty because he is taking a trip
to africa. The meeting will be re-
scheduled fer April. If you would
like to participate, call Tcom at 463-
7962 or 48%-6632.

On March 7th. Mr. McNulty wrote

Mr. Gorbachev urging freer emigration
. policies for Soviet Jews.

" He said
there afe Jewish women Refusniks, ma-
ny of whom "have been waiting for
more than ten vears for permission to

- emigrate, So that they mav be reunit-

ed with their families.®

When we visit with McNulty, CPR
members will tell him about Palestin-
ian-families that have been separated
for 40 years, -due to policies of Is-
rael, supported by the United States.

APRIL 6th WED. on
WHMX at 10:00 ch.45"
"LETTER FROM PALE—
STINE™ ' A half hour
documentary about

Palestirnian medical
‘workers in the West
. Bank.  ~ ° -

672 homes ;ieStf*ajﬁéc_i__s;;ﬁce Dec. 87

BOOKS! BOOKS!

-'The”CapitaI.ﬁjs;rict Committee for Palestinian Rights has wide selection

of books available.

The books are priced almost.at cost.

Please mail for-'a

free listing. .We do have the much reguested bpck, The Birth of Israel' Simha

Flapan ($5.00

434-4037. . - .0 ;?

+ peh). Mail to 33 Central Ave, Albany N.¥Y. 12210 or call (518)

7



- Elections dispel myths

fsrae!i_sﬁﬁstiés on the Jerusalem municipal elections -

showed that less than four percent (somze reposts said oot
even one percent) of eligible Palestinlan volers {(eligible by
reason of Isracl’s illegal annexation of East Jerusalem, not
by Palestinians feeling as citizens of Isrzel) cast a vote in
last week's efections. o : 7

The message in this should be clear: even afler 20
years of eccupation and ennoexation, Palestinians in East
Jeruszlem do not feel zay affilisiion to the Isrzeli. siate,
not even on the municipal level. s )

. Veteran West Jerusaiem Mayor Teddy Kollek ran for:

re-clections on the Oae Jerusalem list. Fis motto wes 2
enited Jerusalem with equsl services for the city's 300,000
Jewish and 120,000 Arab residents. The Jews live in West
Jerusalem and tie Arabs live in East Jerusalem. = -
Teddy Kotlek's eli-Jewish municipal council tried to

convince East Jerusalem’s Palestinizn population to vete -

for him. He cited services provided for Esst Jeruszlem as
prool of his evenhanded policy and suppesed equality of
services for Jews sand Arabs. Yet, less than four percent
went to the polls this year, most of them employees of the
municipality snd their families who probably feared
Kellek would dismiss them from their jobs if their identity
cards did net show a stamp proving that they voled, .

The reasons the Palestinizas did mot participate in
this year’s elections (previous years also showed a

relatively small percentage of Palestinians voling in the -

municipal elections) are political and otherwise. Political,
in the sense thut Palestinians have never felt part of Esrael
and have centinued ts awall for salvation (hreugh ap end
tc occupation -and the creation of the independent
Palestinian state. Voting for city council or anything else
meant theéy gave up this dream  end accepted the
eccupation, something the vast:majarity of Palestinians do
not waont. DR . L
Otherwise, in the sease fhat Palestinians in East
Jerusalem, through Cheir past 20-year experience under
occupation, have never felt {hey have been treated equally
to the Jewish. population of West Jerusalem. Services have
always been lacking and the municipality and government
in gemeral mever lost an opportunity fo undermine
Pzlestinizn infrasiructure, whether it was industry, educa-
tion, health, kousing, reads or business In general. Even
though Palestinians fa East Jerusalem have paid tsxes

throughout the sccupation years, the services they received

in return were-nething compared teo the amount of maoney
they paid. ) ' T o

Kollek. ﬁiu-d_;m_he {hems of'a inited Jerusalem, but

election resuits showed that Palestinizns do et agree wilh
‘him. The elections showed that 2 united Jerussien: ks only

an Isrneli dream, not a veslity on the greund. The story of

Jerusalem should - teli. the story of ‘the entire occupied
territories. No muotter what Iscael says sbout life in the

‘occupied areas, it is clear Palestinians do mot sgree snd

would rather see the occupatlon ge away.

8

" few were thrown out.

KAHANE (con't from pg. 2)

da activated their phone list,.attended
in full, and distributed a laeflet ti-
tled "Kahane's Kippah (ysrmulke) Does-
Rt Cover His Racism.” It was an ex-
cellent examplg of unity in confronting
ang- isclating advowed racists. The co- '
-mmittee thanks everyone who took: part
and help to make it a. successful event.

' Rabbi Meéir Kshane is the American.
born, founder of the Jewish Defense Lea-

.gue (JDL} and the Kach party in Isiael.

Rach party has.called for the removal. .
of Palestinians from Israel and the:
West Bank and Gaza. Kahane has advoca-
ted the destruction of the Dome of the
Rock mosgue in Jerusalem. o

Kahane constantly tours the U.S.
raising money for his hate campaigns.

He has thrse fund:raising organizations
in the U.S.: "Kach International, "In-
stitute for the Authenic Jewish Idea.®
and the "Jewish Overveiw."  There has
been @ consumer boycott of Haagen-Dazs
Ice Cream as-founder and chairman Reu-
ban Mattus has made vast firancial co-
tributions to-Kahane and the JDL.

The JDL was created in 1968 as a
vigilante organization, it later escal-
ated to harassing Soviet cultural even-.
ts and firebombing Scviet missions in
New York City. Recent JDL terror is al-
most solely directed at Palestinian stu-
dents and Arab-Americans. A federal

grand jury in 1987, in Brooklyn investi-

gated the JDL in connection with bomb-
ings , extertion, homicides, and kidnap-
ping; including the 1985 bombing of the -
American-Arab Anti- Discrimination Co-

mmittee(ADC) office in Santa Anna, CA,

killing Aiex Odeh: :

Kahane's appearance on the campus

"hé_s‘ dene absolutely. nothing to heal the

wounds of racism. The Revisicnist' Zion-
ist Alternative showed complete irres-

.ponsibility as the event will led to

further polarization on campus.

Many people spoke out in the lect-
ure, which wzs poorly attended, and a
The demestration
received exccllent coverage by the elec-.
#ronic and printed media. The next time
Kahane appears in the, Capital District

o we should have 200 people'demost_rating.



ACTION ALERT

CALL FQR OUPEN HEAR!NGS ON HUM,\‘J. RIGHTS CONDITIONS IN THE
ISRAELIE UI’“CUPIED PALLSTh\MN TERRITORIES |
Note' Take S minutes now to write your congresspetson. Then copy this A!crt and send it 5 others .

SampleLetter

Honorable Congressperson
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Honorable Mr.ﬂvlrg.

: 1 am wriling to request your support in convening “Open-Public Hearings on Human Rights
Conditions in the Isracli Occupicd Palestinian teeritorics™ (West Bank, Gaza Strip and East Jerusalem) as soon as
possible.The human rights situation continues to deteriorate and the suffering must come to an end. In January 1989
alone, therc were 26 deaths of those over 50% were under lhe. age of eighteen. :

- The United States State Dup..rlv-u,nl “Country Reporton fluman Ru,hl.s" (!9&8] statcd clearly that there |
was “'a substantial increase in human rights violations™ (in the oc:.uplcd lernloncs) These human nghls wiclations
by Isracl arc continuing. Please do whatever you can to convene lhcsehea.n ngs at. lhe ear.rl:esm posszb!e time. [ look

Ionvard to hca.nng fmm youon this vital issue.

very smccrcly "9

name . ‘ . . — -
address____ ' ' ) Sccial Justice Center -

Sane/Fresze, the largest peace organizaiion ' Bowl - A - Thon -
in the United States which resulted from a

~ recent merger of the Commitiee for a Sane
Nuclear Policy and the Nuclear Freeze
Campaign, passed its first resciution on -

. the Palestinian/Isracli conflict et its 2nd
congress in Atlanta, Georgia, in December.

- The -Social Justice Center held its 3rd &An-
mnual "Bowl for Peace" Bowl-a-thon on Sat..
February -25th, a2t the Playdium Bowling
Center, Ontaric St.. Albany. This years
-bowl-a-~thon was the SJC's mest successful.
Tlteresoluuon.passcﬁbyahuge majority, | 42 teams bowled ‘and over $8,000 was pledged.
‘reads: "Bg it Tesolved that Sane.*'Ffeezewﬂ : The event d:.spla.yed dgreat activist commun-=

" upon the Us. government to:.1) support | ity sp:Lr:.t and a"l part:.cipants had a very .

the right of the Palestinian people to self-

dewrmmatmn and a siate of their own in .

the West Bank and Gaza alongs:de Isracl,

with peace and security for both-siiss; 2) -

recognize the ‘PLO &s the chosen represen-
tative of the Palmmuans' and 3) support

the cmvemng of ‘an internationzl ‘peace

cornlecence 'with -the participation of the
PLO, Israel, the neighboring Arab states,
the United States, and the Sgviet Union.”

Sane/Freeze’s resclation is evidence that

the peace movement has begun t@ move m&*

Palesnman ng’iﬁs. D : ,1

gond timel

" The Committee for Palest:.nlan Rights
would like to thank cur team members -~ *
Susan Frank, Sami Massoud, David Aube and

“Aldrian Wilscn - and :all those whe pledged
‘to support them. Alsc, we would like to

thank the SJCfs Bowl-z-thon Committee for

21l their werk in mzking the event the

tHemendous success that it -was.

* the tc:',i:eam members: please begiﬁ to
collect your pledges and tc turn in the.
money te the team coordinhator.



CALENDAR OF EVENTb .

~-Apr. 7, Apr. 21, Hsy 192, & Jume 2
ings of the Paleétlniap Committes
held 2t 7PM 2% the Sociazl Justice
33 Central Ave. in Albanvy. .
~Craig Mokhiber slide .show on the Imti-
fada at RPI in rm CII 303% March 30.
-March 31 Crisis in Southern Africa 7BH
see page 5 for more infro.
-April 1&2 Peace Fair &t RPI, Troy bo-
cths, lectures, aconcarts.,ca1l 274-7793
-April S, May 3, & June 7 Amensty Inter-
nationzl meetings at Albany Public Lib.
-April 5 Kerean Binner and Culture Night
6:30PHM St. Andrews Church call 434-4037.
~RAPril 29 Readings -Against End of the
Werld, 24Hour Pgace Performance. call
438- 6314. 14 Willet St. 8&th Step.

meet-
are
Center

UﬁPlfAL DISTRICT COMMITIEE FOR PALESTINIAN RIGHTS
k PROJRGT OF THE SOCIAL JUSTICE CENTER OF ALBANY, IRC.

- 33 CENTRAL AVE. AL BANY, K‘é ‘f 1223,

hDDRESS CORRECTION REQUFSTED

WE*VO .ﬁ.n,.. WE

-April 13-16 in Waghingtomn D.C.
ADPC Conferemnce Fer infro cali
(202) 244-2990.
-April 27 meeting for Coalition
Againct Apartheid & Racism call
€356-0562 ..
~Centinuing Actien: WBd 5-60M
Vigil ip front of Isreeli Mis<
sion in Rew York City..sponspo
red by Pzlestine Sclidarity
Committee (21i3) %64-~72%9.
~Future Events Hel King will
spe&slk on May Sth. o
Crganizing meeting for Mid-
die East Peéace Campailgn at

-Altany Publiec Library.

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE
PATD
Permit Ha. 508
albaay, K.Y,

The Cap fal Du:trvct Comm:ttce for-Palestinian ngms {CDCPR) was organized- in res-
ponse to the Israeli- invasion of Lebamon during the summer 6f 1982, The purpose of the com-
mittee is .two i'olds Iy te educate the Capitz! District sbout the. just cause of the Palestinian
people, and 2) to organize active suppori-for the Palestinizn demeand. Our {ocus is on human

- rights, seif -detcrmmatwn and the right of the Palestinian people to cl*ocsa their own leader-

ship and’ t-o gam smerczgmy over theu- dcclareé. ind Cpendent

ﬁ;mcng thc sctivities ai‘ the CDCPR is to invite speake

aztien.

£5 o discuss the Palestinian /

. Israeli conflict, publishing 2 newsictier 6 times a year, organizing 2ad participeting in demo-
nstraticon, dxsplaymg Palestinian arts end crafts, participating n international and cuitural

. festivals, supply information fo arez officizls and media, meet with elected officials, network
with people; local; natiogzily gnd arcund the werld. The. cummmee resourees include spca!sers,

bcoks and othcr cducatxﬁml materials.

CDCPR holds twc mcetmgs 3 monti‘r st the Secial Justice Center {located at 33 Ccnvt'ra!
Avenuc, Albany, between Northern Blvd and Lark Street ). We welcome 2ad encourage néw
members. For time znd date of meetings, and (urthér information; please call {S18) 434-4037.

'ff.?‘



